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Naugatuck chief on defense
as lawyer looks into practices

Clisham contradicts past testimony about shift openings, evaluations
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NEW HAVEN — Under poanted ques-
tioning during most of his four hours
of the stand Tuesdsy, Police Chisf
Dennis Clisham contradicted several
previous statements be'd made onder
math in the gender discrimination case
brought by a former Naugatuck palice
officer

Clishum wis questioned by Merrie
Hawiey, the altomey for former officer
Carodine (VBar, who s sulng ihe baor
ough, Clisham and Deputy Chief

Thawreas Hunt in 17,5, District Court

Bar fled the suit in May 2000, five
moaths after leaving the departmen
The suit claims OFBur's depasture was
corsructve discharge — that police
ofTicials made the lnst 18 months of her
Letiare 5o unbeamble thai she had no
choice but to leave. OF the nearly 50
incidenls outlined In her compdaint,
Har clabms most are retaliation for
complaining awt gender diseriming
ticn thust begin after she roturmed From
msdemity leave i June | R

The defense has prgoed that EVETY

51 “fl-'h!'i home deliy el ‘.il,_'I

sitiation 'Bar has raised |s expkain
adxle

Beyond the jury verdict [or or
agninal ('Har, the trinl i o Importan
one becaise it allows the public (o get
a semae of how and why decisions are
made i the management of the [Mibice
department. The trinl marks the first
Lme i recent inemory thal department
beaders have had to testify in open
coum under oath abost departmenial
praciices and policies
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TRIAL: CHRO minutes, deposition contested
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A few minutes bater, he said "1
don't think | offered her that position,
I don't recall how she got on there®
Showing him o transcript of his tes-
timony in the CHRO hearng, Hawley
asked kim if he remembered,

replied

Dhosesm't 1t ailsn sy, T snvone from
the undon complains, [l have to take
you out” *

Tea®

Thie tough questions started within
minutes of taking the stand shortly
befiore 11 am, with Hewley
Clisham why he el police work from
1684 to 161

Defense  counsel  immediately

objected. _
After & briefl sidebar, Hawley
vl an,
The jury
Chsham'’s 1087

never heard  sbooi
withoan

He described offering her a differ-

EFbon eIk,

maved for & disminsal & & math
law, arguing the testimony alr
offered was insufThcient to p
(FHar's case.

Senpor 178 Districk Coust J
Ellen Bree Bums listened o 85
ites of arpoment befors ndom
for the day.

The dismisaal moton |eans
expecied 1o be convensd this m
ing after a 16 conference witl

anid Farma,

After the motion hearing if
s b ot dismissed, the defiers
begin cnlling witnesses.



