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NAUGATUCK — A gender discrimination kaw-
suit brought against the borough, the police
chief and the deputy police chilef by Tm-hu-r
Nangatnck police nl'l'-‘rr Caroline () Bar
Monday in US District Court in New Ehwn

(¥Bar, then a 10-vear veteran, left the depart-
ment in Jaruary 2000, In May of that year, she
fibed her federal lawsuil, claiming she was the
victim of gender discrimination after laking
maternity leave in 1900 and that she faced retal-
intion for attempting to fight the dscrimination
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Borough gender bias case begins

police department

has ﬁlecl suit in U. S District Ccrurt

The trial began shortly before 11 am. before
US [hstrict Court Judge Ellen Bree Bums in
one of the orginal courtrooms of what ones
servidd a8 both a courthouse and post office
Both sides wabved opening statements, and after
& quick set of instructions from Bums to the

jurors on their duties, (VBar took the stand. Her
iestimony filled the trinl's first day

Her attommey, Merrie Hawley of Maya &
Associates in Fairfield, asked O'Bar about her
background and her service a8 a Maugatock
police officer. From there, Hawley led O'Bar

L

through a recounting of her final 15 months on
thie foree

Uver the mext four hours, 'Bar's testimony
wils repeatedly imtermupted by objections From
the two attoneys defending the case: Michae
Farrell of West Haven, for Chief Dennis Clisham
and Deputy Chief Thomas Huast, and Paity Swan
— of the Hartford law firm Gordon, Muir &
Foliey — lor the borough

The first objection, within minutes of ('Bar’s
tiking the stand, concemed two of 32

Flease turn to 2B, BIAS




BIAS: Case
includes the
police chief

Continned from 1B
commendations or thank Tl
from residents in her personmel file

ter from a resident whose san had
been found by police — were abject-
ed to because they didn't specifically
nagne O'Bar Such betters are routinely
placed in the persanned flles of offi-
cers  finvobed in the  incident
described in the letter.

OF the more than 20 objections thal
followed throughout the day, most
dealt with issues a layman would con-
sider simple. The most common
objection was over officers’ .

September 1969, noting b2
sick days. From March to October
10989, (Bar spent 52 days on materni-

filing of & notice of intent to sue. In
certain cases under Connecticut law,
a person must file a notice of intent to
sue within six manths of te incident
for which they are sui

testifying under direct examination
this moming, with defense attormeys
expected o begin cross-examinarion
this afternoon.

The trial is expected to continue
Inito mex weel,
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